The role of vascular and hormonal genes in migraine susceptibility.
Migraine is a primary headache disorder that involves both genetic and environmental components. Migraine is considered to be a polygenic disorder with a number of susceptibility genes having a minor but nonetheless significant impact on susceptibility. Migraine candidate gene studies have concentrated mainly on genes involved in neurotransmitter pathways, however evidence also exists for a role for alterations in vascular and hormonal function in migraine susceptibility. We present here a mini-review of genetic studies, investigating the potential role of vascular and hormonal gene variants, and discuss how vascular and hormonal dysfunction may impact on migraine susceptibility. We propose that the potential role of vascular and hormonal genes in this disorder warrants further investigation.